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1, Tran Van Do called on Ambassador Collins at latter’s request 
1500, May 3. In reply to a question, Mr. Do said that, while the 
military situation was improved, the political problems had become 
vastly more complicated through the evolution of the Revolutionary 
Conanittee, which has proclaimed itself against Bao Dai and the French 
and for general elections leading to the creation of a National 
Assembly. Do said the initiative for the Committee came from Generals 
The and Phuong. In its first phase, the Committee was designed to 
effect a conciliation between the Binh Xuyen and the government. At 
that stage, ten days ago, Phuong asked Do to join the Committee. 

After the Committee was set up, The and Phuong had their own ideas 

as to how it mi^it be used. As long as seven months ago, Phuong told 
Do that he would back Diem on condition that Diem overthrew Bao Dai. 

This idea, according to Do, is common to all Cao Dai leaders and is 
especially dear to the Cao Dai Pope. His ambition is to head a 
presidium which would replace Bao Dai. General The is motivated prin- 
cipally by hatred for the French. As things stand now, the Committee 
wishes to make use of Diem, and vice versa. Fhuong said a week ago, 
for example, that Diem must be perpetuated in office because of US 
support for him. Diem wanted to make use of the Committee in his show- 
down with the Binh Xuyen - . However, he is wary of becoming a puppet 
of the Committee, and, in the next day or two, is planning to have a 
meeting of several hundred provincial representatives to approve his 
policies and give him some greater degree of freedom from Committee 
domination. 

2. In reply to a question, Do said that no one had gone to Cannes 
in response to Bao Dai’s invitation. He said he had no official word 
as to who was invited but that, according to the radio, he understood 
that General Xuan, former Prime Minister Huu, the Cao Dai Pope, Bay Vien, 
former Defense Minister Min^ and Do himself had been invited. Do said 
that Diem had sent an emissary to Bao Dai, Ton Tat Hoi. Do takes this 


as evidence that Diem wishes to maintain contact with Bao Dai. /£»•**>• 







3. Ambassador Collins said that he understood a group of in- 
tellectuals were pla nn i n g some counter movement to offset the Revolu- 
tionary Committee* Do said he knew nothing about it. 

4. Ambassador Collins asked what Do thou^it would happen to the 
Binh Xuyen. Do said he did not know* Ambassador Collins said it 
appeared the Army had remained loyal to Diem in the fight with the 
Binh Xuyen and had not followed General Vy, Do said he did not know 
what General Vy intended to do, but that he could not agree that Vy 
was discredited. General Don and his associates are loyal to the 
Army itself and not especially to Diem. They do not wish the Army to 
play a part in politics. 

5. Ambassador Collins asked what Do believed Bao Dai would do. 

Do replied that a few days ago he thought Bao Dai could return to Viet 
Ham. The present press campaign against him makes this impossible, but 
he believes Bao Dai could still return in a week or ten days if the 
campaign stopped. Do said that he did not know what Dienes precise 
objective was in launching the anti-Bao Dai campaign, Bao Dai cannot 
accept this passively and should return to Vietnam in a week or two. 

Do said that Bao Dai has a part to play here in providing an element 
of political stability, even as the FEC lends military stability. Do 
said that, in his view, the revolutionary movement was very dangerous, 
and there was no way of knowing where it would end. 

6. Ambassador Colli n s asked Do what public reaction had been to the 
defeat of the Binh Xuyen. Do replied that the people only wanted peace. 
Asked if Diem could destroy the Binh Xuyen, Do said he did not know 

but would be glad if that were possible. Ambassador Collins asked Do 
if he believed the Sect Front was finished. Do said he did not think so. 
Asked if he thought the Binh Xuyen would go underground, Do replied that 
they would do so both in Saigon and in the provinces and would soon be 
committing acts of terrorism. He said that he would like to be able to 
make contact with the Binh Xuyen to advise them to withdraw completely 
fro® Saigon, but he had no way of making contact, 

7. Ambassador Collins asked Do whether Diem f s personal popularity 
had been increased by recent developments. Do said that people are 
indifferent to Diem but would enthusiastically support any government cap- 
able of establishing and maintaining peace. However, the people are not 
organized and cannot express their wishes, 

8. Ambassador Col l i n s said he had heard the elections for the 
Provisional Assembly had been postponed. Do said he had heard the same 
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and understood that Diem was now talking in terms of general elections 
in three months. Do does not think this is feasible. 

9, Do asked Ambassador Collins what he thought about the present 
situation. He replied that he believed Diem had gained in prestige and 
had won Army backing. Predictions that there would be civil war have 
not been realized, and’ the. Sect Front has been weakened. However, he 
is distressed by anti-French propaganda and the activities of the 
Revolutionary Committee. Do asked if he had a solution. Ambassador 
Collins replied that he had none but hoped for a Vietnamese solution. 

He said he believed Bao Dai had made serious mistakes, particularly in 
removing Diem's military powers and in sending General Hinh to Viet 
Nam. Do agreed that these had been mistakes. 
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